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DIST 22 AUGUST 1968
ITALY/CZECHOSLOVAKILA

DOI: 21 AUGUST 1968

SUBJECT: ITAL IAN COMMUNIST LEADERS' REACT IONS TO INVASION OF

~ CZECHOSLOVA KI1A
EE—

1. THE SOVIET OCCUPATION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA CAUGHT THE

LEADERSHIP OF THE ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY COMPALETELY BY SRR ISE.
DURING THE MORNING OF 21 AUGUST, A HASTILY CONVOKED MEET ING OF
THE DIREZ IONE MET TO ISSUE A STATEMENT IN THE NAME OF THE

POL ITICAL BUREAU. ONLY TWO MEMBERS OF THIS LATER BODY WERE

PRESEMT, PIETRO INGRAO AND GIORGIO NAPOLETANO; ONGO, AMEND OLA,
BERL INGUER, PAJETTA AND MACALUSO WERE ON VACAT ION. THE MEET ING
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' CONSIDERED IT ESSENTIAL TO ISSUE AN IMMED IATE STATEMEN
D ISAPPROVING THII.S.OVIET MARCH INTO CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

2. 'SOVIET OCCUPATION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA WAS CONDEWMNED BY
ALL CURREiNTS IN THE PCI, INCLUD ING EVEN THE EEMAINING OLD
STALINISTS,  DEZP DEPRESSION AND WOIl'.’RY REIGNED AT PCI
“WEAD QUARTERS O\)ZR THE POL IT ICAL CONSEQUENCES OF CZECH EVENTS,
BOTH INTERNAT IONALLY AND IN ITALY. THE SOVIET ‘ACI 10N ClONDEMNS‘
THE DUBCEK COWRSE WHICH THE PCI HAD SUPPORTED AND EXALTF_"D
AS THE FORERUNNEF\‘V-OF AN "ITAL IAN ROAD TO SOCIALISM,™ AND BY

IMPL ICAT ION DANNS PCI POLICIES OF THE LAST TWELVE YEARES.
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